Student Use of the Internet in School

Lock Haven Catholic School (LHCS), under the direction of the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown (DA3J), is fortunate to have a connection to the Internet to supplement the other
educational resources already available to staff and students. Through the Internet, your
child will have the entire world at his or her fingertips and be able to explore it.

This wonderful resource brings with it additional responsibility. As Internet users, we must
be aware of the many issues that surround the Internet. There are many valuable
resources available on the Internet that may not be found elsewhere. There are also many
sites that can be considered inappropriate for students and serve no educational value. It
is the responsibility of all users, staff and students alike, to ensure that, at all times while
in a Diocesan School, the Internet is being used only for educational purposes. When using
the Internet, students will be supervised by Diocesan School Staff. However, due to the
nature of the Internet and evolving technology, even with supervision, students may get to
an inappropriate site. It is the student’s responsibility to report any inappropriate site to
the teacher and return to the educational topic assigned.

As part of our Internet safety policy, DAJ schools will educate minors about
appropriate online behavior, including interacting with other individuals on social
networking websites and in chat rooms, and cyberbullying awareness and
response. This is required by the Protecting Children in the 215 Century Act.

The following Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) should be read carefully and understood by all
Internet users. As parents/guardians, you should review it in detail with your children
before they begin using the Internet in their school. The Acceptable Use Policy was
developed to ensure the safety of all users.

LHCS uses a filtering system designed to prevent access to educationally inappropriate
sites. However, it is important to understand that no solution is perfect, and we cannot
guarantee that students will nhot have access to inappropriate sites.

Parents should be aware that DAJ/LHCS educators can request that a specific site be
blocked or unblocked. Such decisions will be made by those responsible for monitoring the
filtering service within the school.

It is important that you and your children understand that any violation of the AUP may
result in the loss of Internet or other disciplinary action. We ask that you work with your
children in reinforcing the behaviors associated with the AUP and the attached student
contract. Please also note that our filtering system allows us to track and monitor all
computer use on the network.



Acceptable Use Policy for Networks, Including the Internet

It is the policy of the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown that all technology used to access the

network will be used in a responsible, legal, and ethical manner. Failure to do so will result
in the termination of network and e-mail privileges for the user.

Individual users of the network—students and adults—are responsible for their use of the
network. The use of the network must be in support of education and research and must be
consistent with academic actions of the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown School System and
will be under the supervision of Diocesan Staff. Use of other organizations' networks or
computing resources must comply with the rules appropriate for that network. Use of the
network for any illegal or commercial activities is prohibited.

A responsible network user will:

Use language that is considered appropriate.
Be polite.
Send information that other users will not find offensive.

Conform with copyright laws and always give credit to the author of the material
used.

Never reveal personal information about any user such as address, telephone number,
credit card numbers, social security humber, etc.

Neither tamper with the system nor alter, delete or destroy any files or data that are
not yours.

A responsible network user must be aware that:

Use of the network is a PRIVILEGE, not a RIGHT.
The LHCS network is to be used only for educational purposes.

Identifying photos of students with their first and last names may not be used on a
web site.

Violation of this policy will result in the possible loss of Internet privileges and/or
disciplinary action pursuant to the Code of Ethics for Catholic Schools and/or
prosecution under state and federal law.

Persons issued an account are responsible for its use at all times.



Acceptable Use Policy for Networks, Including the Internet
Student and Parent/Guardian Signature Page

It is the policy of the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown School System that students and staff
will use all technology to access electronic (*computer”) networks, including the Internet, in
a responsible, legal, and ethical manner. Failure to do so may result in the loss of network
privileges for the user, disciplinary action under the Code of Ethics for Catholic Schools, or
prosecution under federal or state law.

I have read and understand the Acceptable Use Policy for Diocesan Schools Internet use. I
understand that use of the Internet in school is a privilege, not a right. Use of the Internet
in school is designed strictly for educational purposes. I also understand that the DAJ is
taking measures so that my child does not have access to any material deemed
inappropriate, but because no filtering system is perfect, my child might gain access to an
inappropriate site. I agree that I will not hold the DAJ responsible for any access by my
child of any inappropriate materials acquired on the Internet.

By signing below, I give my child permission to work on the Internet for educational
purposes.

By not signing, I understand that my child will not be permitted to work on the
Internet in school.

Parent/Guardian
Signature: Date:

Name
(print):

STUDENTS MUST SIGN THE STATEMENT BELOW REGARDING INTERNET USE:

I understand and agree to adhere to the behaviors outlined in the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown Acceptable Use Policy. I understand that any violation of this policy may
result in the loss of Internet privileges, disciplinary action, or prosecution under federal
or state law.

I understand that if I do not sign this agreement, I will not be permitted to use
the Internet in school.

Student Signhature: Date:

Name (print):




