DISCIPLINE BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT

Schools will try to develop the art of discovering the good in every person and show respect

for one another. In other words, we...

include everyone;
are kind in our words and actions;
stick up for one another;

and support and encourage eachother.

Students recite a “Peacekeeper’s Pledge” that helps toremind them what the expectations are
at Diocesan Schools. “Tama  Catholic School Peacekeeper. I promise to be kind in
my thoughts, words, and actions. By doing this, I will keep our school a safe place to be as Jesus
teachesus, I will do unto others asI would have them do unto me.”

In accordance with the teaching of the Catholic Church, we strive for discipline to have an air

of forgiveness and understanding as we are trying to develop thoughtful, caring, and loving

individuals. This means we intend our discipline to be caring, fair, consistent, and understanding

in the resolution of a situation.

When achild makes apoor choice, teachers will talk to the child and decide what action, if
any, is to take place. Depending on the severity and/or frequency of the behavior, the teacher
will inform the parents/guardians and/or principal to discuss anappropriate action. Ways to
handle poor choices can include (but are not limited to) reflection, discussion, writing, temporaty

isolation (time-out), loss of privileges, ctc.

For certain situations, the school pastor will also be included in the disciplinary action.




General Overview

A variety of behavior management techniques, strategies, and procedures will be

used to the extent necessary to ensure that the learning environment provided is not

disrupted by inappropriate student behavior. Corporal punishment and verbal abuse are

not permitted.

Authority of the Administration, Faculty, and Staff

Every teacher, staff member, and administrator hasthe right to exercise authority as

to the conduct and behavior of students in the school during the time they are in

attendance.

The following chart illustrates categories of student misbehavior/misconduct and the potential

Classroom-based Expectations and Management

consequences of stated action.

CONSEQUENCE LEVELS
LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4
Examples Not following classroom Bus disturbance; Fighring/physical Fossession of

/ cafeteria / playground
rules; dress code
violation, horseplay; off
task behaviors; running
in hallway; name
calling; disruptive;
talking when others are
talking, no cell phones or
unauthorized technology
devices, no gum

lying/cheating;
spitting;
noncompliance;
profanityivulgarity,
forged note/paper

aggression;
harassment/bullyving;
throwing dangerous
objects; property
damage/vandalism;
reference in
conversation, Wriling
or plctures to weapons
or acts of violence;
internet/technology
misuse / cyberbullying;
stealing; skipping class

alcohol/drugs; weapon
use / possession;
intentional and severe
physical harm to another;
insubordination, leaving
campus

1%t Offense

-Verbal Warning

-1:1 private
discussion with
teacher;

-Written reflection

-Student sent to
Principal’s office;
Principal & Student
call parents

-Parent called and
asked to come to
school for
immediate




(signed by
parent)

suspension;
-Discussion about
appropriate
placement, potential
expulsion
-Possible probation
-Refer to SAP
Training

2" Offense -1:1 private discussion | -Parent Contact -After School
with teacher; Detention;
-Written reflection -Potential meeting
(signed by parent) with Pastor and
~-Written warning Parent, referral to
counselor
3 Offense -Parent Contact - - Parent called and
Detention/Reflection | asked to come to
Time school for immediate
suspension
- Discussion about
appropriate
placement, potential
expulsion
-Possible probation
-Refer to SAP
Training.
4" Offense -Detention/Reflection - After School
Time Detention;

- Potential meeting
with Pastor and
Parent, referral to
counselor

This chart is not considered a complete or exhaustive list of infractions, but serves

to give illustrative examples and their categorization. Since every situation has

context and nuance, the administration has the final say as to the category to which

a student’s specific behavior belongs, as well as the consequences thereof,

Detention/Reflection Time will take place at a designated time and space in the

school at the discretion of the administration. The supervising administrator will



give the student a task to reflect on his/her actions to be completed during his/her
time. Students will not be allowed to do homework or other school-related
activities. If detention takes place after school, the student's parent/guardian is
responsible for transportation home.

In-school suspension will take place on a date at the discretion of the administration.
The student will report to school as usual but will be excluded from classroom
participation for the entirety of the school day. He/she will be and given appropriate
assignments (School work and tasks to reflect on his/her actions). The student is
ineligible to participate in any extracurricular activities (e.g. athletic competitions,
band performances, etc.) on the day of the suspension.

In rare cases, out-of-school suspension will be considered. Out-of-school suspension
will take place on a date at the discretion of the administration. On the day of the
suspension, the student is not to report to school and is excluded from all school
activities. The student is ineligible to participate in any extracurricular activities (e.g.
athletic competitions, band performances, etc.) on the day of the suspension. The
student is required to make-up missed work.

In extreme cases, expulsion is considered. This will only be done with
administrative and pastoral counsel. Expulsion is a permanent status and goes into
effect at the time of parental notification. Parents/guardians are responsible for
making all necessary arrangements for their child to attend another school, per
Pennsylvania law.

*Extracurricular activities (e.g. athletic competitions, band performances, etc.) are

not considered an excuse to postpone or cancel any consequence.

Parent/Guardian Notification

Depending on the severity of the infraction, if a student commits an infraction, the
teacher/administrator may contact the parents/guardians about the situation and meet
with the student (and parents/guardians, if applicable) to discuss the consequences. A
pattern of continuous infractions will result in a Parent/Guardian Conference.

If'a student commits an infraction while riding district-provided transportation

(school bus/van), the driver will fill out areferral form and give it to the school office.



The administration is responsible for contacting the parents/guardians about the incident

and taking any disciplinary action with the student.

Student Consequences of Misbehavior/Misconduct

Each school will maintain a Conduct Record on each student. Each Diocesan Catholic
School teacher and/or designated learning support expert maintains his/her own classroom
behavior expectations and management procedures. These expectations and procedures are
discussed with the students during the first week of classes. Written outlines of classroom
expectations and procedures are available upon request. If at any time a student is unwilling or
unable to meet the expectations of classroom behavior, he/she may be referredto the

administration. Student Conduct Records will be maintained in the school administration office.



